[Adhesion, migration and phagocytic behavior of blood granulocytic neutrophils from the rat and humans in essential hypertension].
Relations between the functions of polymorphonuclear leukocytes (PML) and essential hypertension have been studied. In spite of an increased number in the blood of spontaneously hypertensive rats (SHR) their neutrophils moved for shorter distances than PML of normotensive animals. Neutrophils of hypertensive patients were characterized by a decreased reaction to chemotactic stimulation and an increased adhesion. These alterations of leukocyte functions observed in hypertensive subjects became reversible by treatment of the cells in vitro with verapamil. Therefore, the use of calcium antagonists in the therapy of hypertension could influence the functions of leukocytes favourably.